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PREFACE.
original matter peculiar to itself, and numerous personal reminiscences of Poe in periodicals and newspapers, have been used in the preparation of the present biography.    The statements of fact in these sources are extraordinarily conflicting, doubtful, and contested; and in view of this, as well as of the spirit of rancor excited in any discussion of Poe's character, the author has made this, so far as was possible, a documentary biography, has verified all facts positively stated at first hand, and Ms felt obliged to assign the authority followed, in any questionable assertions, in foot notes.    This method, which seemed the only practicable one if truth was to be arrived at, has involved  a more direct obligation to previous   works than   would oifeherwise have been the case; but the author in this matter has been treated with marked courtesy, and he takes pleasure in thanking Mr. Eugene L. Didier and W. Fearing Gill, Esq., for voluntarily to him the use of their material,   and A. C. Armstrong & Son,  the owners of OTjjyrigkt  of  the   Gxiswold   and   Stoddard for permission to extract the   passages To Mr. Gill he is indebted also I©it itfe use of the incomplete MS. "Life" by T. C. Poe's partner.   To Mr. Ingram'a
